Chapter XI

THE FAR OFF HILLS OF HADHRAUUT AND THE
LANDS OF GENESIS

Tout vient a point qui peut attendre*                 RABELAIS.

Near acquaintance doth diminish reverent fear,

SIR PHEIP SIDNEY.

IN the Aden Protectorate we do not, as I have said before, administer the
tribes; we hope that contact will lead to harmonious relations and that
gradually the tribes will learn to administer, themselves. Unlike most
other parts of the dependent Empire, the formation, if I can call it so,
of the Aden Protectorate was not preceded by a period of exploration or
missionary penetration. Most of tie country had not even been seen by
Europeans before the treaties of protection were signed. In this instance
the mountain came to Mahomet and it was in Aden itself that the chiefs and
tribesmen learned what a European looked like and what his funny ways t
were. Perhaps the most important function of Aden from the point of
view of the Protectorate is educational, for Arabs, like other people who
live in a primitive style, are good imitators*

It is only in very recent times that Mahomet has started going to visit
tie mountain. Before that there was not enough political staff for it to be- *
customary to travel afar merely to shake hands with a chief, Much contact
has been made lately by the Royal Air Force and I expect one day, if justice
is done, a statue to Squadron Leader Rickards will be'put up in recognition
of the fact that most of the thirty-five landing grounds in the Protectorate
were planned and built by him. Nowadays a tayara (bird machine) is a
familiar object in the country and no visitors are more welcome than
when they drop down out of the skies. Of course contact visits may mean
a great increase of work. Even if you only say "how d'ye do" the chief
may say lots of other things to you which he would not have thought of or
bothered to write if he had not seen you, and you may find yotasdf
embroiled in all sorts of aflairs. "Let sleeping dogs lie" is a motto ^iidr
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